New Hope Herald

New Hope Herald
Spring 2021

We often take things for granted until they’re gone.
Oh how we missed the squeals, laughter, and hugs of all our young
children last year during the pandemic shutdown! This is why something as
normal as having the children present in the ministry building like we have
for the last 28 years makes us so very grateful even though we aren’t quite
back to a completely regular schedule. Some of our initial goals have been
to focus on our children who basically missed their complete Kindergarten
year so they can catch up on the essential learning they missed because of
COVID, start feeding the children at the ministry again, allow our children to
use the computers and have internet access for them to do their homework,
and provide a place for them to begin carefully socializing with their friends
and have space to play.
We continue to send food home to our families in need and evaluate the
needs and safety of our staff and families of the children as we do this.
Taking advantage of this time that we are not able to have all the children in
the building at once, we have remodeled two of our bathrooms so that they
include three sinks in each one. This will be a great time saver when the
children are washing their hands before eating and brushing their teeth
afterwards.
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Maria, a young lady working as a housemaid for a family, was asked to
make a peanut butter and jelly sandwich for one of their young children.
Maria proceeded to lay two pieces of bread out on the kitchen counter,
opened the jar of peanut butter, and picked up one of the pieces of bread.
She didn’t think twice as she dipped her forefinger into the peanut butter
and spread the creamy substance onto the bread as her employer looked
on in shock and dismay. For Maria who grew up in a one room shack without
running water and very little kitchen utensils, using her finger as a substitute
butter knife was natural and more convenient than opening up a drawer to
look for the correct utensil. Unfortunately, the incident left her unemployed
in a country where jobs are hard to find, especially if you lack education
and experience.
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Have you ever stuck your
finger into the jar of peanut
butter to get a taste when
no one was looking? Maybe,
maybe not!

Have you ever used your
finger to make someone
else a peanut butter
sandwich???

What a difference it could have made for Maria if she would have had the
opportunity to learn basic kitchen hygiene practices as a teenager. She
could have been taught some cooking and cleaning skills along with other
important work ethics. Although in real life “Maria” had a different name, the story is true. Lack of education
and training is a common problem in Honduras for many young ladies desperate to work in order to provide
for their family’s basic needs. Many times this leaves them very vulnerable.
Culinary training is just one of the programs we plan to offer the students of Nueva Esperanza in the future
NE Career & Training Center. The need is great for this facility that will give HOPE and allow many to gain the
knowledge and experience they need to get and keep a job.
We are so excited to be closer than ever to the reality of equipping, ministering, and educating the children
who move from our children’s ministry to our youth ministry. Building a safe and modern training facility will
give these young people a foundation in trades that will allow them to escape the cycle of poverty that has
been part of their families for so many generations. This will help them become productive and contributing
citizens of Honduras. We know that many of you have shared in this long awaited dream along with us. We
ask that you join us in prayer that God will grant us favor in our endeavors to see this much-needed project
become a reality. If you would like to contribute towards this project, you can go to our website at
https://ne.breezechms.com/give/online and choose “Give to Building Fund for Youth”.
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Debora Lizeth Avila Barrientos
Debora was enrolled at Nueva Esperanza in April 2008 with her younger brother
Kelly. Her mother Maribel wanted to get a steady job, but she had no one to take care
of her children. She had recently separated from Debora’s father, Omar, because of
domestic violence issues. Even though Maribel had training as a secretary, most of
the time she could only find jobs washing other people’s clothes. Maribel and Omar
reconciled and continued to live in a small, deteriorating wooden room in Omar’s
mother’s house, but after many years they separated for good.
Maribel started to attend the Mother’s Bible Study at Nueva Esperanza and began
to grow closer to God. Maribel worked very hard to give a better life to her children.
At the same time, Omar started rehab and began to work more often. Debora and her
sister, Nissi ended up moving in with their father. At first, Debora had many
challenges that affected her studies to the point where she needed to retake several
classes. However, in the end she was able to pass these classes with some special
help from Nueva Esperanza’s staff. Debora always attended church, but it wasn’t
until last year that she encountered God in a more personal way that caused her to
make major changes in her life.
Debora was able to graduate from high school, and in March 2021 she was hired as
a childcare worker at Nueva Esperanza. She still isn’t sure what she would like to
study at the local university, but that is something she plans on figuring out soon.
Debora is still living with her father. She still has a good relationship with him, and
she frequently visits her mother.

Bessy Gabriela Hernandez Hernandez
Bessy was enrolled at Nueva Esperanza in 2004 along with her older sister Karol.
Her mother Nubia, a single mother of four, was working as a janitor at a medical
facility. They lived in a small, deteriorating wooden room. A few years later, Nubia
and Bessy’s father, Arturo, reunited and moved in together. Arturo had a job but
didn’t make much money. Nubia was the family’s primary financial provider as she
was able to find a temporary government job.
In 2010, Arturo started to manage a parking lot which increased the family’s
income. A year later, Nubia started working there too. In 2016 the family moved to a
nicer home that was in a neighborhood far away from Nueva Esperanza. Even so,
the girls found a way to continue attending the ministry and the family even started
attending church.
Bessy’s sister, Karol, graduated from high school in 2017. Bessy considered
dropping out of Nueva Esperanza because she didn’t want to go by herself, but in the
end she continued due to her love for the ministry and desire to graduate.
Bessy’s family had some serious financial problems because they could not work
during last year’s pandemic. They were extremely grateful for the help they
received from Nueva Esperanza during that time. Bessy also had a lot of challenges
trying to finish high school last year. Her mother was able to get another job, so
Bessy needed to work with her father while completeing her online classes.
Thankfully, she was able to graduate in January 2021 and is now enrolling in classes
at the local university. She hopes to become a teacher so that she can one day work
at Nueva Esperanza!
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THERE IS STILL TIME to help us with our efforts in collecting and sending
needed items to Honduras. Our biggest need is for donations toward some
of the larger items that we would like to buy new. Some of these items are:

100 folding chairs at $20 each
8 USB battery backup units at $150 each
4 Dehumidifiers at $300 each
1 Clothes dryer $1000

We now accept online donations at www.hopeinhonduras.org!
Or complete and return this section along with your contribution to our Ohio address.
My one-time donation: $________________
My monthly pledge:

$________________

To be designated towards:
CONTAINER SHIPMENT
NE Career & Training Center
Worker/teacher support
High school sponsorship

I want to sponsor a child!

I want to be a monthly educational sponsor ($30)
I want to be a monthly basic care sponsor ($30)
I want to be a monthly daily care sponsor ($30)
If you already know which child you want to sponsor, please list
his/her name: ____________________________________
Name ________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________

General operating expenses
Wherever the need is greatest

Please add my name to the
mailing list.

City _________________________ State _________

Zip Code________

Email _________________________________ Phone _________________
Make checks payable to: Nueva Esperanza (501c3 non-profit donations are tax deductible)

